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procession to the shrine of
Imam Hussein in Karbala,
Irag, today for the world’s
largest, yet largely unknown,
annual pilgrimage. This zi-
yara, or visit, to the shrine
in southern lIraq is known
as the Arbaeen. It marks the
end of 40 days of mourning
for the martyrdom of Imam
Hussein, a central moment in
Shiite tradition. More than 10
times the size of the hajj - be-
cause Iragq does not limit the
number of pilgrims _ it was
restricted for years during the
rule of Saddam Hussein be-
cause of its potential for sec-
tarian collective action.
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Millions of Shiite Mus-

lims traveled from across
the Muslim world to walk in
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Millions of Dblack-clad
Shia pilgrims are converg-
ing on the holy city of Ker-
bala for the Arbaeen religious
commemoration, the largest
annual gathering of people
anywhere on earth. Walking
in long columns stretching
back unbroken for as much as
50 miles, sleeping and eating
in tents erected by supporters
beside the road, the event has
become an overwhelmingly
powerful display of Shia be-
lief and solidarity.

The Arbaeen coincides
this year with the final defeat
of Isis, the movement that
slaughtered Shia in their tens
of thousands and aimed to
overthrow the Shia-dominat-
ed government in Baghdad..
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One of the biggest pil-
grimages in the world is un-
derway, with millions of Shia
Muslims risking their lives to
travel through Irag.
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/arbaeen-pilgrim-

age-kerbala-shia-isis-defeat-muslims-thousands-killed-middle-east-irag-na-
jaf-a8046621.html



Arbaeen, also known as
Chehlum, commemorates
the end of the 40-day mourn-
ing period after the Kkilling of
Imam Hussein, the Prophet
Muhammad>s grandson, in a
battle in 680 AD.

Millions of pilgrims have
gathered in Irag’s holy city
of Karbala to mark Arbaeen,
a sacred Shia Muslim ritu-
al. Arbaeen, also known as
Chehlum, commemorates
the end of the 40-day mourn-
ing period after the Kkilling of
Imam Hussein, the Prophet
Muhammad’s grandson, in a
battle in 680 AD. His martyr-
dom is considered a defining
event in the schism between
Sunni and Shia Muslims.

Millions of Shia Muslims
gather in Karbala in world’s
largest annual pilgrimage

Iragi state-run media said
more than 22 million pilgrims
have visited Karbala, setting a
record for the annual pilgrim-
age, though that figure could
not be independently verified.
Last year’s Arbaeen drew 17
million pilgrims according
to official sources. Arbaeen
is the world’s largest annual
gathering, with the number
of pilgrims far exceeding the
two million visitors who de-
scend on Mecca for the Hajj.

GO s e im Vo 3
b sl b el il ay
e,V Oleaegl o dpdall

(K0 5 Jsl 51) @8 50 0L LS

Uiol g o V180 5 ey o5 by

W s S el
AN S B antdl e wad

ad sl Wy
David Sim By David Sim

Arbaeen: World>s largest
annual pilgrimage as millions
of Shia Muslims gather in
Karbala

They are making their
way to the city of Karbala, 62
miles south-west of Baghdad,
for the holy day of Arbaeen
on 12 December - a journey
that has previously been the
target of numerous terrorist
attacks.
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bl
The Kumbh Mela, a mass
Hindu pilgrimage, attracts
more pilgrims but is held
only every three years.
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